
Class X 

Geography 

 

Ch 3 

Water Resources 

 

Groundwater:- Water which is obtained from a depth of more than 15 m is known as groundwater. 

Multipurpose Project:- A river valley project which serves a number of purposes simultaneously such as 

irrigation, flood control and generates hydroelectricity. Eg. Bhakra Nangal. 

Perennial Canals: Canals developed by diverting water from rivers that flow throughout the year. 

Rainwater Harvesting:- it is a technique of increasing the recharge of groundwater by capturing and 

storing rainwater, by constructing structures such as percolating pits, check dams etc. 

Drip Irrigation:- A type of irrigation were water gets dropped in the form of drops near the roots of the 

plant mainly to conserve the moisture. 

Inundation Canal:- Canal meant for diverting flood waters mainly during the rainy season. 

Rainwater harvesting:- It is a technique developed to store the rainwater, river water or groundwater to 

meet the needs of the population. 

River water disputes:- Disputes concerned with the sharing of river water between states flowin through 

several states in India.  
Dam : 

A dam is a barrier across flowing water that obstructs, directs or retards the flow, 

often creating a reservoir, lake or impoundment. 

- Classification of dams according to structure, intended purpose or height. 

- Based on structure or material used, dams are classified as timber dams, embankment 

dams or masonry dams, with several sub-types. 

- According to the height dams can be categories as large dams and major dams 

or alternatively as low dams, medium height dams and high dams. 

3. Rain Water Harvesting : 

- In hill and mountainous regions, people built diversion channels like the „guls‟ 

or „kuls‟ of the western Himalayas for agriculture. 

- Rooftop rain water harvesting was commonly practiced to store drinking water, 

in Rajasthan. 

- In the flood plains of Bengal, people developed inundation channels to irrigate 

their fields. 

- In arid and semi arid regions, agricultural fields were converted into rain fed 

storage structures that allowed the water to stand and moisten the soil like the 

„khadins‟ in Jaisalmer and „Johads‟ in other parts of Rajasthan. 

- Roof top rainwater harvesting as drinking water. 

Q.1. State the factors responsible for the bad quality of water. 
Ans. i). Pollution of waterbodies by discharge of industrial effluents. 

ii) . Use of fertilizers, pesticides in agricultural effluents. 
Q. 2. Which river is known as River of sorrow? Why? 
Ans. River Damodar is known as Sorrow of Bengal for its fury of floods. 
Q. 3 State the main objectives of traditional dams. 
Ans. Dams were traditionally built to stop rainwater and to impound rivers to provide water for irrigating 

the fields. 
Q. 4. How is fresh water obtained? 
Ans. The fresh water id obtained from precipitation, surface run off and ground water that is continually 

being renewed and recharged through the hydrological cycle. 
Q.5.  What is water scarcity? Mention any four factors responsible for water scarcity. 
Ans. Storage of water is compared to its demand is knows as water scarcity. 

Factors responsible:- 

i ). Overexploitation of water resources. 

ii). Improper management. 



iii). Unequal access of water among different social groups. 

iv). Industrialization and urbanization. 
Q. 6 “Overpopulation or large and growing population can lead to water scarcity.” Explain. 
Ans. i ). More population means more demand for water. 

ii). A large population means more water not only for domestic use but also to produce more food. 

iii). To facilitate higher food grain production, water resources are being overexploited to expand the 

irrigated areas and dry season agriculture. 

iv). Overutilization of water results in lowering of the groundwater levels. 
Q. 7. „Large multipurpose projects also leads to land degradation. Explain. 
Ans. i). Irrigation has changed the cropping pattern of many regions with farmers shifting to water 

intensive crops. This has lead to the salinisation of the soil. 

ii). Regulating and damming of rivers affect the natural flow of rivers causing poor sediment flow. 

iii). Due to the dams, the flood plains are deprived of silt. 

iv). Multipurpose projects induce pollution which leads to land degradation. 
Q. 8. How had the growing population, industrialization and urbanization lead to water scarcity? Explain. 
Ans. i). Growing population:-  Growing population is one of the basic factors which is responsible for the 

scarcity of water. Most of our cities are facing this problem due to overpopulation. A large population 

means more water not only for domestic use but also to produce more food. 

ii). Commercialization of agriculture:- After the success of green revolution, our farmers are producing 

commercial crops. The commercial crops need more water and other inputs. Assured means of irrigation 

like tubewells and wells are responsible for the falling groundwater levels. 

iii). Industrialization :- The post independent India witnessed intensive industrialization and urbanization. 

Today, large industrial houses are common in the form of industrial units of many MNCs. The ever 

increasing number of industries has made matters worse by exerting pressure on the existing freshwater 

resources.  

iv). Urbanization :- Urbanization has also aggravated the problem of water scarcity. Most of our cities are 

over-populated. Overpopulation leads to over utilization of the water resources, and also pollutes the 

existing resources. 
Q. 9. Why is there a need to conserve water resources? 
Ans. i). Water is necessary for life on earth. It is believed that life first originated in water before in 

invaded land. Water is in fact a pre-condition of life. 

ii). Cultivation of crops depends on the availability of water. Water dissolves minerals and other nutrients 

in the ground. The roots of the plants draw this nutritious water from the soil. India is an agricultural 

country, so availability of water is a must. 

iii) . Water is also important for industry. Its main function is for cooling. 

iv). Water is also used for drinking and domestic consumption. The growing urbanization with its modern 

lifestyle has been demanding a greater share of water day by day. 
Q.10.  Distinguish between a dam and a multipurpose project. Dam 
Ans.i). A dam is a barrier across the flowing water that obstructs, dissects or retards the flow, often 

creating a reservoir lake or an impoundment. 

ii). It is a traditional concept. 
Multipurpose project 

i). A multipurpose project is that which fulfils a variety of purposes at the same time, for example 

irrigation generation of electricity, flood control, fish breeding, soil conservation, etc. 

ii). It is a modern concept. 
Q.11. Why multipurpose river valley projects are called the new temples of Modern India? 
Ans.i).Generation of power (electricity) :- These multipurpose projects are the main source of power 

generation. They provide us neat, pollution free and cheapest energy which is the backbone of industry 

and agriculture. 

ii) Flood Control:- These projects control the floods because water can be stored in them. These projects 

have converted many rivers of sorrows into rivers of boon.  

iii). Soil conservation:- These conserve the soil because they slow down the speed of water. 

iv). Irrigation :- These projects are the main source of irrigation for our country. These irrigate the fields 

during the dry seasons. Many perennial canals have been dug and they irrigate dry areas. 



Q. 12 . How may the multipurpose river projects become harmful for the country? Explain with four 

examples. 
Ans. i). Adverse effect on the fertility of the soil:- Due to construction of dams, there are no annual floods 

in the river. And because of this, the soil of the downstream region does not get nutrient rich silt. This 

decreases the fertility of the soil. 

ii). Adverse impact on aquatic life:- Due to construction of dams on the rivers, the fish in the downstream 

area do not get sufficient nutrients material. Regulating and damming of rivers affect the natural flow of 

water causing poor sediment flow of downward, and excessive sedimentation at the bottom of reservoir. 

Dams also fragment rivers making it difficult for aquatic fauna to migrate for spawning i.e., to produce 

eggs. 

iii ) Displacement of local communities:- The building of large dams results in displacement of local 

communities. The local people often have to give up their land and livelihood and their meagre (scant in 

amount) access and control over resources for the greater food of the nation. 

iv) Change in the cropping pattern:- Multipurpose projects are responsible for providing assured means of 

irrigation to farmers. Due to this, most of farmers have changed the cropping pattern shifting to water 

intensive and commercial crops. This has lead to salinisation of soil leading to ecological imbalance. 
Q. 13. Write a short note on Narmada Bachao Andolan. 
Ans. Narmada Bachao Andolan is a movement initiated by environmentalists, farmers, tribal people and 

human rights activists against the construction of Sardar Sarovar Dam on Narmada river in Gujarat. It has 

become a controversial issue due to the problems in the form of displacement of local people, loss of 

livelihood, floods, deforestation, etc. 
Q. 14 . Define the term rainwater harvesting. State any five objectives of rainwater harvesting. 
Ans. Rainwater harvesting is a technique of increasing the recharge of groundwater by capturing and 

storing rainwater by constructing structures, such as dug wells, percolation pits, checkdams. 

The objectives of rainwater harvesting are:- 

1. To meet the increasing demand. 

2 . To reduce run-off. 

3. To avoid flooding of roads. 

4. To raise groundwater level. 

5 .To improve the quality of groundwater. 
15. What are the causes of growing water scarcity in India? 

Ans.i. Variation in the annual rainfall: The rainfall in India is unequally distributed. The 

desert areas of Rajasthan receive less than 20 cm of annual rainfall and hence is 

drought prone. 

ii. Rapidly growing population: A large population needs more water not only for 

domestic use but also for production of more food. 

iii. Over exploitation of water resources: For more food production, water resources are 

over exploited which leads to its scarcity. 

iv. Industrialization and urbanization: Industries require a lot of water for processing and 

as a cleaning agent. Much of the energy for industrial use is obtained from hydro 

electricity. Urbanization changes the life style of people and demand of water 

increases. It leads to water scarcity. 

 

  



Chapter - 4 Agriculture 
 

Agriculture:- The art and science of cultivating soil, raising crops and rearing livestock including fishing 

and forests. 

Commercial Agriculture:- Farming in which farmer grows the crop with the aim of selling it in the 

market. 

Cash Crops:- Cash crops are those which are grown by the farmers to sell in the market, eg., Tobacco 

and Cotton. 

Dry Farming:- Dry farming is adopted in scanty rainfall areas. Such types of crops are grown which 

requires less irrigation facilities. 

Wet Land farming:- It is a type of farming which is practiced in high rainfall and irrigated areas. Eg., 

cultivation of jowar and bajra. 

Extensive Agriculture:- Agriculture in which the agriculturalist tries to get the greatest output by 

bringing more and more new land areas under cultivation. 

Fallow Land:- leaving the field free without growing a crop for recoupment of soil fertility. A 

breakthrough in seen technology which has led to a considerable increase in agricultural production, 

especially in wheat as a result of better inputs.  

Horticulture:- Intensive cultivation of vegetables, fruits and flowers. It is an agricultural cropping season 

from early June to October. Rice, millets, maize, jute, etc are some of the crops of the season. 

Multiple Cropping:- When two or more than two crops are grown simultaneously on the same field. 

Plantation Agriculture:- A large-scale farming of one crop resembling the factory production, based on 

capital investment and application of modern science and technology in cultivating, processing and 

marketing the final products. 

Rabi Season:- It is an agricultural cropping season from November to May. Wheat, gram, and oilseeds 

are some of the crops of the season. 

Shifting Agriculture:- It is that type of agriculture in which farmers clear the forestland and use it for 

growing crops. The crops are grown for 2 to 3 years. When the fertility of the soil decreases, the farmer 

shifts to a new land. 

Subsistence Agriculture:- Farming in which the main production is consumed by the farmer‟s 

household. 

Zaid Crops:- These are crops which are sown between the rabi and the kharif crops. Watermelon, 

muskmelon, cucumber and vegetable are some examples of zaid crops. 

Sericulture:- Rearing of silkworms for the production of silk fibre is known as sericulture. 

 

Q. 1. Mention any four features of primitive subsistence farming? 
Ans.i). Primitive subsistence agriculture is practiced on small patches of land with the help of primitive 

tools like hoe, dao and digging sticks with the help of family/community. 

ii). This type of farming depends upon the monsoon, natural fertility of the soil and suitability of other 

environmental conditions for the crops to be grown. 

iii). Under this, farmers produce for self-consumption. 

iv). Per hectare availability of land is very low. 
Q. 2. Mention any three characteristics of the shifting agriculture. 
Ans. i). The patch of land is cleared by cutting and burning the trees. 

ii). Farming depends upon monsoons, natural fertility of the soil and suitability of the other environmental 

conditions. 

iii). Per hectare productivity is very low as farmers do not use manure, fertilizers or other modern inputs. 
Q. 3. What is white revolution? 
Ans. Increase in production of milk is known as white revolution. It is also known as operation flood. 
Q. 4. What is comprehensive land development programme? 
Ans. Under comprehensive land development programme, institutional and technical reforms were 

introduced to increase the agricultural production. Provision for crop insurance against drought, flood, 

cyclone, fire and disease, establishment of Grameen banks cooperative societies and banks for providing 

loan facilities to the farmers at lower rates of interest were some important steps in this direction. 
Q . 5.  Distinguish between rotation of crops and Multiple cropping. 



Ans. Rotation of crops 

i). Rotation of crops is the process which helps to retain the fertility of the soil. The crops are grown 

alternatively. 

ii). For example: Wheat is grown in one season and sugarcane is grown in other. 
Multiple Cropping 
i). Raising more than one crop on the same field during the same season is known as multiple cropping. 

ii). For example: wheat and mustard. 
Q. 6. Why is agriculture is called the mainstay of Indian economy?Or 
What is the importance of agriculture in Indian economy? 
Ans. i). Agriculture is the mainstay of Indian economy because 67% of our population depends directly or 

indirectly on agriculture. 

ii). It provides raw materials to the industries. 

iii).India earns foreign exchange by exporting agricultural products. 

iv). It contributes 29% to the gross domestic product. 

v). It provides food to over 1027 million population. 
Q. 7. “Today Indian farmers are facing a big challenge from international competition.” What are the 

various factors responsible for this situation? 
Ans. i). The Indian government is going ahead with reduction in the public investment in the agriculture 

sector particularly in irrigation, power, rural, roads, market and mechanization. 

ii). Subsidy on fertilizers is decreased leading to increase in the cost of production. 

iii). Reduction in import duties on agricultural products have proved detrimental to agriculture in the 

country. 

iv). Farmers are withdrawing their investment from agriculture causing a downfall in the employment in 

agriculture. 
Q. 8. Why is subsistence agriculture practiced in certain parts of the country? Give four reasons. 
Ans. i). Small holdings: Land holdings in India are of very small size. Due to the increasing population 

the per, hectare availability of land is very low. The landholding is also scattered. 

ii). Shortage of inputs: Commercial and extensive agriculture needs lots of inputs, but there is a shortage 

of inputs like irrigation, seeds, fertilizers and machinery. 

iii). Poor farmers: Most of the Indian farmers are very poor. They do not have enough money to purchase 

various kinds of inputs. 

iv). Large families: Most of the farmers have large families, so only a small quantity of output is left to 

sell in the market. 
Q. 9  Mention any four steps which have been taken by the Indian government to modernize the Indian 

agriculture. 
Ans. i). The government has established the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), agricultural 

universities, animal breeding centres to carry research and development activities in agriculture 

ii). The government is also investing in rural infrastructure to link the rural market with the international 

market. 

iii). Kissan Credit Card, Personal and Crop Insurance schemes, etc, have been launched. 

iv). A comprehensive land development programme has been launched. 
Q. 10. Explain any four factors which have hindered the pace of agricultural development in India. 
Ans. i). Overcrowding in agriculture:- The real problem of Indian agriculture is that there are too many 

people who depend on agriculture. Since 1901, the proportion of people dependent on agriculture has 

almost remained constant i.e., 70%. 

ii). Problem of inputs:- Indian agriculture suffered because of the inadequate of finance, seeds, fertilizers, 

marketing, transportation, etc. 

iii). Size of landholding:- The average size of holding in India is very low, less than 2 hectares. Not only 

agricultural holding are small, but they are also fragmented. In certain parts of the country, plots of land 

have become so small that it is impossible to use modern machinery. 

iv) . Overdependence on nature:- In spite of the development of sources of irrigation, most of the farmers 

in large parts of the country still depend upon monsoon and natural fertility in oder to carry on their 

agriculture. 
Q. 14. Distinguish between commercial agriculture and subsistence agriculture. 



Ans. Commercial agriculture 

1. Commercial agriculture is that practice of farming in which crops are grown for trade. 

2. This is practiced on small farms. 

3. This is capital intensive. 

4. Modern technology and implements are used. For example: production of sugarcane in Uttar Pradesh 
Subsistence agriculture 

1. Subsistence agriculture is the practice of farming in which the farmer and his family raise crop for 

home consumption. 

2. This is practiced on large farms. 

3. This is labour intensive. 

4. Old technology and old implements are used. For example: the production of wheat in some parts of 

India. 
  



Class 10th: History Notes 

Ch 6: Work, Life and Leisure  
 
 

 
1. Give two reasons why the population of London expanded from the middle of the eighteenth 

century. 
 
Answer 
 
→ The city of London was a magnet for the migrant populations due to the job opportunities 
provided by its dockyards and industries. By 1750, one out of every nine people of England and Wales 
lived in London. So, the population of London kept expanding through the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries. 
→ During the first world war, London began manufacturing motor cars and electrical goods. This 
increased the number of large factories, which in turn increased the number of people coming to the 
city in search of work. 

1. A. Give reasons why the population of London expanded around the mid 19
th

 Century 

       Answer 

1. During the mid 19th century, London was transformed into the world's largest city and capital of 
the British Empire. Its population expanded from 1 million in 1810 to about 4 millions in 1880. During 
this period, London became a global political, financial, and trading capital.  

2. The city grew wealthier as Britain's holdings expanded. This attracted more merchants, clerks, master 
craftsmen and skilled artisans. 

3. The coming of the industrial revolution gave London a busy dockyard, clothing industries, furniture 
and metal industries and industries which produced precision instruments. This drew in more people. 

4. The Great Exhibition of 1851, held at The Crystal Palace, attracted visitors from across the world and 
displayed Britain at the height of its Imperial dominance. 

5. As the capital of a massive empire, London became a magnet for immigrants from the colonies and 
poorer parts of Europe.  

2. What were the changes in the kind of work available to women in London between the nineteenth and 
the twentieth century? Explain the factors which led to this change. 
 
Answer 
 
The kind of work available to women in London between the nineteenth and the twentieth century kept 
changing primarily due to the industrial and technological advancements. When technology brought 
automation in industries, several women working there lost their jobs and had to work in households for a 
living, and this led to an increase in the number of domestic servants. Some women also began to earn by 
lodging out rooms, tailoring, washing or making matchboxes. With the coming of the First World War 
though, women once again joined the industrial sector. 
 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Exhibition_of_1851
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Crystal_Palace


 
3. How does the existence of a large urban population affect each of the following? Illustrate with 
historical examples. 
(a) A private landlord 
(b) A Police Superintendent in charge of law and order 
(c) A leader of a political party 
 
Answer 
 
(a) A private landlord benefits by increasing the rent and he has more control over the price. The rising 
population would lead to increasing demand for space, e.g. renting of buildings at high rates were 
common in London and Bombay. 
 
(b) Anyone involved with law and order would find it difficult with increasing population in urban areas. 
He would have to work hard to maintain law and order as crime rates are usually high in cities. For 
example, London people employed policemen to curb the rising crimes during night. 
 
(c) Political leaders would have more people voting and hence more responsibilities. In cities, masses of 
people could be drawn to the political causes as it happened in the Bloody Sunday of November, 1887 in 
London. The metropolitan character of cities would compel him/her to be more secular and liberal on the 
one hand. On the other hand, extremism or conservatism might also win them votes as a reactionary 
phenomenon, e.g. rise of Nazis in Germany or Liberal Democrats in France. 
 
4. Give explanations for the following: 
(a) Why did well-off Londoners support the need to build housing for the poor in the 19th century? 
(b) Why were a number of Bombay films made on the lives of migrants? 
(c) What led to the major expansion of Bombay's population in the mid-nineteenth century? 
 
Answer 
 
(a) Well-off Londoners supported the need to build housing for the poor in the nineteenth century on 
account of three reasons: 

→ one-room houses of the poor came to be seen as the breeding ground of diseases, and hence, a threat 

to public health 

→ Fire hazards became a worry in these over-crowded, badly ventilated, unhygienic homes  

→ There was a widespread fear of social disorder, especially after the 1917 Russian Revolution. Housing 

schemes were undertaken to avoid a rebellion by the poor. 
 

(b) Bombay became an attractive destination for people seeking jobs after the British administration 

replaced Surat with Bombay as its principal western port. The consequent increase in trade and industries 

led to a great influx of people. Thus, migrants were (and still are) an important facet of Bombay. Most of 

the people in the film industry were migrants themselves, and wanted to portray the plight of this class of 

people through films. Thus, a number of Bombay films were about the lives of migrants. 

 

(c) In mid-seventeenth century, Bombay became East India Company's principal western port, replacing 

Surat. Later, by the end of the nineteenth century, it had become an important administrative as well as 

industrial centre. All through these years, the prospects for trade and commerce, and employment kept 

increasing, thereby making Bombay an attractive destination for migrants. 

 

 

Discuss 

 

1. What forms of entertainment came up in nineteenth century England to provide leisure 



activities for the people. 

 

Answer 

 

There were many forms of entertainment came up in nineteenth century England: 

→ For the upper classes, an annual "London Season" comprised of opera, the theatre and 

classical music events was one of the sources of leisure. 

→ For the working classes, pubs, discussions and meetings for political action served the same 

purpose. 

→ Libraries, art galleries and museums were new types of entertainment brought about through 

the utilisation of state money.  

→ Music halls and cinema theatres too became immensely popular with the lower classes.  

→ Industrial workers were encouraged to undertake seaside vacations to rejuvenate from the 

banes of working in the polluting environment of factories. 

 

2. Explain the social changes in London which led to the need for the Underground railway. Why 

was the development of the Underground criticised? 

 

Answer 

 

The development of suburbs as a part of the drive to decongest London led to the extension of 

the city beyond the range where people could walk to work. Though these suburbs had been 

built, the people could not be persuaded to leave the city and stay far away from their places of 

work in the absence of some form of public transport. The Underground railway was constructed 

to solve this housing problem. It was criticized intially because: 

→ A newspaper reported the danger to health and asphyxiation (lack of air) and heat. 

→ It was referred to as iron monsters, which added to the mess of the city. Charles Dickens in 

‘Dombey and Son’ described its destructive process in construction. 

→ About 900 houses were destroyed to make two miles of railways. 

 

3. Explain what is meant by the Haussmanisation of Paris. To what extent would you support or 

oppose this form of development? Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper, to either support 

or oppose this, giving reasons for your view. 

 

Answer 

 

 Haussmannisation of Paris refers to the forcible reconstruction of the city to enhance its 

beauty and impose order. 

 Baron Haussmann was made the Prefect of Seine (a department of France), when Louis 

Napoleon III (the great nephew of Napoleon Bonaparte) crowned himself the emperor of France 

in 1852. 

 Paris till then had narrow and dirty roads, congested traffic and unplanned crowded housing. The 

rivers at many place carried sewage. 

 Haussmann designed and rebuilt the city with straight wide roads (boulevards) with transplanted 

trees, benches and kiosks on the sides. Policing, night patrolling, bus-shelters and tap water were 

introduced. 

 This required extensive demolition, and several Parisians lost their homes. More than 3 lakh 

people were displaced from the centre of the city. 



  The poor were evicted from the centre of Paris to reduce the possibility of political rebellion and 

to beautify the city. 

 I would support Haussmann’s rebuilding of Paris as it employed a large number of people, made 

trade and transport easier, reduced the possibility of an outbreak of an epidemic by making Paris 

a clean and beautiful city. However, eviction of people from their houses is something very 

saddening. 

4. To what extent does government regulation and new laws solve problems of pollution? Discuss one 

example each of the success and failure of legislation to change the quality of 

(a) public life 

(b) private life 

 

Answer 

 

Government laws play an important role in controlling the rates of pollution in a city. However, simply 

passing laws is not enough. They need to be properly enforced as well. It is also a fact that people tend to 

find ways of getting around laws. So, apart from legislations, government also needs to carry out intensive 

public awareness programmes aimed at educating the public about the need and ways of controlling 

pollution; and about how they too have a stake in environmental governance. 

Public Life: 

• Failure: The Underground railway enhanced transport, but caused the demolition of many houses, 

rendering their inhabitants homeless. 

• Success: The British state used public funds to provide for entertainment forms such as museums, art 

galleries and libraries for the working classes. 

 

Private Life: 

• Failure: The availability of one-room tenements and no housing facilities for a major part of the 

industrial revolution time period caused the family to get divided into smaller units. There were even 

cases where rural people had to leave their families behind and live alone in the urban areas where they 

worked. 

• Success: British administrative officials built houses in new suburbs for fulfilling the housing needs of the 

working classes. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Main Point Power Sharing 

  

Description 

 

Power sharing 

: 

 

Power sharing is the distribution of power among the organs of the 

government like 

legislature, executive and judiciary. It is an intelligent step to ensure the 

stability of political order. Besides, power sharing also includes sharing at 

the different levels like union, state and local. 

 

Ethnic 

 

 A social division based on shared culture. Mostly people belonging to the 

same ethnic group believe in their common descent because they have 

similarities of physical type or culture or both. They may not have the same 

religion or nationality, e.g, French speaking, Dutch speaking, Sinhala 

speaking, etc. 

 

Majoritarian 

 

 A concept which signifies a belief that the majority community should be 

able to rule a country in whichever way it wants is known as Majoritarian. In 

this type of rule they disregard the wishes and needs of the minority. 

 

Community 

Government 

A type of Government which is elected by people belonging to one language 

community is called community government. Dutch, French and German 

speaking no matter where they live. This is a very specific type of 

government in Belgium. I t  deals  wi th  cu l tura l ,  educat iona l  and 

language  re la ted  i ssues .  

Civil War A violent conflict between opposing groups within a country is known as civil 

war. Sometimes it becomes so intense that it appears like a war 

  

Prudentia 

 

It is a set of reason which favors power sharing. It is based on prudence,  or 

on careful calculation of gains and losses. Prudential reasons stress 

beneficial consequences. 

 

Checks and 

Balances 

 system in which each organ of the government checks the others which 

results in a balance of power among various institutions. It ensures that 

none of the organs can exercise unlimited power. 

Vertical 

Division of 

power 

It is a type of distribution of power which involves the higher and lower 

levels of government such as central, provincial land regional levels. 

Reserved 

Constituencies 

It is a system in which constituencies are reserved in the Assemblies and 

the Parliament for minorities in order to give them a fair share in power. 

Coalition 

government 

 

when the alliance of two or more parties get selected and forms a 

government it is known as the Coalition Government. This is another form of 

power sharing. 

Division of 

Population 

 

Belgium is a small country in Europe  

Flemish (Dutch speaking): 59% 

 Wallonia (French speaking): 40% 

Remaining 1 % speak German. 

In the capital city Brussels, 80% people speak French, while the rest speak  

 

Prudential 

Reasons 

  

Power sharing is good because it helps to reduce the possibility of 



 

 

conflict between social groups. 

  

Since social conflict often leads to violence and political instability, power 

sharing is a good way to ensure the stability of political order. 

 

  

Imposing the will of the majority community over the minority may look like 

an attractive option in the short run, but in the long run it undermines the 

unity of the nation. 

 

  

Tyranny of the majority is not just oppressive for the minority, it often brings 

ruin to the majority as well 

 

 

Moral Reasons 

Power sharing is the very spirit of democracy 

 

  

 A democratic rule involves sharing power with those affected by itsexercise, 

and who have to live with its effects. 

 

  

People have a right to be consulted on how they are to be governed. 

 

  

 A legitimate government is one where citizens, through participation,acquire 

a chance in the system 

 

The Belgian 

Model of 

Governance 

The French and Dutch-speaking ministers are equal in the central 

government. 

 

  

Some special laws require the support of majority of members from each 

linguistic group. Thus, no single community can make decisions unilaterally. 

 

  

Many powers of the central government have been given to state 

governments of the two regions of the country. 

  

The state governments are not subordinate to the Central Government. 

 

  

Brussels has a separate government in which both the communities (French 

and Dutch) have equal representation. The French-speaking people accepted 

equal   

Representation in Brussels because the Dutch-speaking community has 

accepted equal representation in the Central Government. 

  

 A ‘community government’ exists. It is elected by people belonging to one 

language community  



– 

Dutch, French and German-speaking  

– 

no matter where they live. 

  

This government has the power regarding cultural, educational and 

language-related issues. 

  

This kind of governance has prevented a civil strife between the two 

different linguistic communities. 

 

 

Power Sharing 

in Sri Lanka 

Sri Lanka has a diverse population with 74% Sinhala speakers and 18% Tamil 

speakers. Among Tamils, 13% are called ‘Sri Lankan Tamils’ and the 

rest ‘Indian Tamils’. 

( Among Tamils, there are wo subgroups. Tamil natives of the 

country are called ‘Sri Lankan Tamils’ 

. The rest, whose forefathers came from 

India as lantation workers during colonial period, are called ‘Indian Tamils’. 

) 

 

  

Most of the Sinhala-speaking people are Buddhist, while most of the Tamils 

are Hindus or Muslims. There are about 7 % Christians, who are both Tamil 

and Sinhala. 

 

  

(Name the conflicting group of people in Srilanka  

: Sinhala-speakers 

  

and the Tamil-speakers 

 

So  in  S r i  Lanka  the  problem was  who is  going to  ho ld  power  

and  en joy  the  economic  benef i ts .  

 

Principle of 

Democracy 

One basis of principle of democracy is that people are the source of all 

political power. 

 

  

The basic principles of power, sharing include-1. Government of different 

political parties, i.e., a coalition government.2. Protection of minority 

rights.3. Decentralization of power. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Federalism 
 



Federalism Federalism: Federalism is a system of government in which the 

power is divided between a central authority and various 

constituent units of the country. Usually, a federation has two 

levels of government. One is the government for the entire 

country that is usually responsible for a few subjects of 

common national interest. The others are governments at the 

level of provinces or states that look after much of the day-to-

day administering of their state. Both these levels of 

governments enjoy their power independent of the  

Key 

Features of 

Federalism: 

 

 There are two or more levels (or tiers) of 

government. 

 Different tiers of government govern the same 

citizens, but each tier has its own jurisdiction in 

specific matters of legislation, taxation and 

administration. 

 The jurisdictions of the respective levels or tiers of 

government are specified in the constitution. So the 

existence and authority of each tier of government 

is constitutionally guaranteed. 

 The fundamental provisions of the constitution 

cannot be unilaterally changed by one level of 

government. Such changes require the consent of 

both the levels of government. 

 Courts have the power to interpret the constitution 

and the powers of different levels of government. 

The highest court acts as an umpire if disputes arise 

between different levels of government in the 

exercise of their respective powers. 

 Sources of revenue for each level of government are 

clearly specified to ensure its financial autonomy. 

 The federal system thus has dual objectives: to 

safeguard and promote unity of the country, while at 

the same time accommodate regional diversity. 

 



The Indian 

Federation: 

 

The word ‘federation’ has not been used in the 

constitution of India, but the Indian Union was formed on 

the basis of federalism. 

The Constitution originally provided for a two-tier system 

of government. The Union Government or Central 

Government represents the Union of India and the State 

governments represent the provinces. Later, a third tier 

was added in the federation; with the formation of 

Panchayats and Municipalities. 

 

Union List:   Union List includes subjects of national importance; such as 

defence of the country, foreign affairs, banking, 

communications and currency. They are included in this list 

because we need a uniform policy on these matters throughout 

the country. The Union Government alone can make laws 

relating to the subjects mentioned in the Union List. 

State List: State List contains subjects of State and local importance such 

as police, trade, commerce, agriculture and irrigation. The 

State Governments alone can make laws relating to the 

subjects mentioned in the State List. 

Concurrent 

List 

 Concurrent List includes subjects of common interest to both 

the Union Government as well as the State Governments, such 

as education, forest, trade unions, marriage, adoption and 

succession. Both the Union as well as the State Governments 

can make laws on the subjects mentioned in this list. If their 

laws conflict with each other, the law made by the Union 

Government will prevail. 

Residuary 

List:  

Anything out of purview of above mentioned list is taken as 

residuary subject. Union Government has the power to legislate 

on these subjects. 

Special 

Status:  

Jammu and Kashmir has its own Constitution. Many provisions 

of the Indian Constitution are not applicable to this State 

without the approval of the State Assembly. Indians who are 

not permanent residents of this State cannot buy land or house 

here. Similar special provisions exist for some other States of 

India as well. 

 
 
 
 



Gender, Religion and Caste 

 
 
 
 

Sexual Division of 
Labour 

 

A system in which all work inside the home is either done by the women 
of the family, or organised by them through the domestic helpers. 

Feminist 
Movements: 

Various movements which are aimed at ensuring equal rights for women 
are called feminist movement. 

 

Women face 
disadvantage, 
discrimination and 
oppression in 
various ways: 

 

 The literacy rate among women is only 54 per cent 
compared with 76 per cent among men. 

 The percentage of women in highly paid jobs is still very 
small. At many workplaces, women are paid less than men 
for the same job. An Indian woman usually works more hour 
than an average man on a daily basis. 

 Many Indian parents prefer to have a male child. A girl child 
is killed before her birth in many cases. This has led to an 
eschewed sex ratio in India. 

 There are many reports of harassment against women; both 
on the domestic front and outside the home. 

 

Women’s political 
representation: 

 

The political representation of women had been very poor in the 
Indian legislatures. Even in the cabinet, the number of women 
ministers is very low. 

One-third of seats in local government bodies have been reserved 
for women candidates. This has helped in increasing women’s 
representation in panchayats and municipalities. 

A bill for providing one-third reservation in the Lok Sabha and State 
Assemblies has been pending in the Parliament for more than a 
decade. Political parties are yet to arrive at consensus on this 
issue. 

 

Religion & Politics:  

Religion also plays an important role in politics. In some countries, 
politicians promote the cause of the majority religious group at the 
cost of the minorities. This produces a dangerous trend of majority 
tyranny. 

Communalism: When one religion is pitted against another; by the 
political class, this is called communalism or communal politics. 



Communalism can take various forms in politics: 

Many people think of their religion as superior to all other religions. 
Such people often try to dominate the people from other 
communities. This can result in people from the minority community 
to form a separate political unit. 

 

Secular state  The Constitution of India declares that India is a secular 
state. Unlike some of the neighbouring countries, there is no 
official religion for the Indian state. 

 The constitution gives the people the freedom to practice a 
religion of their choice. The Constitution prohibits 
discrimination on grounds of religion. 

 The Indian constitution, however, allows the state to 
intervene in the matters of religion whenever there is a need 
to ensure equality within religious communities. 

 
 

Caste and politics Social division on the lines of caste is unique to India. The caste system 
of the present has evolved from the varna system which was based on 
occupations and on the principle that an occupation passed from one 
generation to another. Members of a particular caste usually have a 
sense of belonging to their own community. Some castes are accorded a 
higher status compared to many other castes. 
 

Current Status of 
Caste Related 
Prejudice: 

Due to various socio-economic changes, social division on the 
basis of caste has been blurring in recent times. Economic 
development, large scale urbanization, literacy, occupational 
mobility and weakening of the position of landlords in villages have 
helped in blurring the caste-based divisions. 

Caste is still an important parameter when it comes to finalizing 
marriages. But in most of the other spheres of life, caste effect is 
apparently waning in India. 

People from the upper caste had traditionally better access to the 
education and hence they have done well in economic 
development. People from the oppressed castes are still lagging 
behind in socio-economic development. 

 
 

 

Caste in Politics 
 Most of the political parties keep the caste calculation in 

mind while fielding a candidate from a particular 
constituency. 

 Each caste group is trying to get a bigger pie of the political 
power by asserting its identity in various ways. 

 Since there are so many castes, hence various caste groups 
have also evolved their own coalition to get leverage in 
political bargaining. 



 The caste groups can be broadly divided into ‘backward’ and 
‘forward’ 

 Exclusive attention to caste can produce negative results. 
Caste divisions often lead to social conflict and even 
violence. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Democracy And Diversity 
 

 
 
 

Democracy And Diversity 

Diversity in Society: 

The presence of different socio-economic group, different religious groups, different 
linguistic groups, different cultural groups and different caste groups can be termed as 
diversity in society. 

India is a perfect example of diverse nation. In India, people of almost all major religion 
of this world can be found. There are thousands of languages, variety of food habits, all 
hues of costumes and myriad variety of cultures and subcultures in India. 

Diversity as perfect stimulus to politics: As per Darwin's theory of evolution it is the 
survival of fittest. Human beings need to prosper economically; in their endeavour to 



survive. The economic prosperity ultimately leads to social upgradation. History is full of 
example when some economically stronger social group tried to dominate the 
comparatively weaker sections. This was done to ensure uninterrupted control over 
resources and power. 

Political manifestation of social diversity depends on three factors, which are as follows: 

 How people perceive their identities. If people see their identity in singular or exclusive 
term, it becomes difficult to accommodate social diversity. 

 How political leaders raise the demands of any community. 
 How the government reacts to the demands of a community. If the government 

accommodates the demand of a particular community in a justified way, it does wonders 
for the politics. 

As per the caste system of ancient Hindu scriptures, society was divided into four 
classes based on area of work. Nobody is sure what was the situation originally but over 
a period of time this developed into a caste and class system which was strictly based 
on one's birth in a particular caste. 

The so-called upper caste people controlled every economical resource and lower caste 
people were oppressed to prevent them from developing in the socio-economic order. 

Partly because of British influence and partly because of liberal policies followed by 
successive governments in India more and more people started getting access to 
modern methods of education. Apart from this, the fourth estate, media increased 
political awareness among vast sections of the society. 

These things must have done wonders for political awakening of the downtrodden 
masses. This awakening is bearing fruit, which is evident from rise of strong regional 
leaders who don't belong to the upper caste. 

As you know, democracy is about giving every stakeholder a say in the governance. So 
now it can be said that India is finally evolving as a true democracy, because now 
almost all sections of society is having a representation in the Government. 

Government's Steps to Include Fringe groups into Mainstream:- 

After independence, the constitution makers made two radical provisions, which were to 
frame India's destiny in the right direction. 

1. The first provision was to give the right to vote to every adult citizen of this country. 
Many experts in those days laughed at the idea. The reason given was a highly illiterate 
population was not fit to use the right judiciously. 

2. The second provision was to give reservation to the Scheduled Castes & Scheduled 
Tribes to include them in the mainstream of the life of the nation. 

These two provisions helped to grow the level of political awareness amongst the 
people of hinterland. In fact it took hundreds of years for developed countries like US 
and UK to provide voting rights to women. And the disheartening fact is till none of the 



women could become the President of USA. Till a few days ago no president of US was 
black. 

It can be said that India has seen many examples of people from the oppressed classes 
rising up to the high posts in country. The President’s post had been graced by people 
from the minority communities; like Muslim and Sikh. Some Dalits had also become the 
President of India. India has seen a woman Prime Minister and a Woman President. 
India has also seen a Sikh as the Prime Minister. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


